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prayer, and a Sunday 
morning service  

 
The Cookhams Worship and Prayer Channel  
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wwwcookhamdeanchurch.org.uk 

www.holytrinitycookham.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams 

Our Worship and Prayer Channel 

Due to the restrictions on movement, we are unable at the moment 
to distribute the magazine in its usual printed format to every 

household in The Cookhams.  

It is available to download from our websites (see below) and it will 
be distributed by email to all those on our mailing lists.  

To join our mailing list, email the Parish Office 

There are no adverts in this abridged version, but you can contact 
all our advertisers through our online Advertising Gazetteer 

Please support our local businesses at this critical time.  
The index to our advertisers is on the back page of this magazine. 

hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw
https://www.cookhamdeanchurch.org.uk
http://www.holytrinitycookham.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams
https://www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw
https://www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams?filter=3
mailto:office@cofe-thecookhams.org.uk?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20mailing%20list
https://docs-eu.livesiteadmin.com/55dffc61-276f-48e8-9f1e-575d27762664/05gazetteer.pdf
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Ministry in The Cookhams 

THE PARISH OFFICE :  Church Gate, Cookham, Berkshire, SL6 9SP 
Parish Administrator: Andra Rigby Tel: 01628 529661   

Email: office@cofe-thecookhams.org.uk 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to arrange Baptisms, Weddings, 
Funerals, or if you have an enquiry of any kind. 

Patron:  Mrs Evelyn Rogers  01732 452557 

Vicar: The Revd Nick Plant, The Vicarage, Churchgate, Cookham, SL6 9SP;  01628 529183;  Fr.Nick@ymail.com 
 

Associate Priest:  The Revd Helen Chamberlain, St Johnôs House, Spring Lane, Cookham Dean; 01628 486744; 
revhec@zoho.com 

 

Associate Priest: The Revd David Joynes,  07753 749228;   revdavidjoynes@gmail.com 
 
 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Richard Simmonds,  01628 483269;   rsim483269@aol.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Sara Wood        522593 
  sarawood44@hotmail.com 
Assistant Director 
Victoria Wood   

 

VERGER 
Malcolm Sturges 07710 557015  
 

PARISH NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR 
Val Eckett          524561 
 

SACRISTAN 
Malcolm Sturges 07710 557015 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

Huw Thomas  01628 529661 
   (Parish Office) 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Mark Stockdale  01628 636258 
Bernadette Clark   01628 530047 

TREASURER 
Tim Sharples   

JUNIOR PRAISE 
Francis Pang 

francis.pang@btopenworld.com   
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Bernadette Clark       530047 
Parish Office  529661 
 

BELLRINGERS 
Mandy Salter  530241 
 

LADIES GROUP 
Ros Joynes  528622  
 

TRINITY NIPPERS 
Lucy Cochrane          07841 471518 

HOLY TRINITY, COOKHAM 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, COOKHAM DEAN 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
The Ministry Team, Churchwardens,  
Secretary and Treasurer, Synod 
Representatives and:- 

Jeremy Byfleet 
Greta Dixon 
Charles Elly  
John Fairlie 

Fiona Long 
Mike Springate 
Judy Wallace 
Jeremy Webb 

DEANERY SYNOD  
Lorna Sykes 
Mathew Billinghurst 
Ray Reed 

CHILDRENôS CHURCH 
 

Richard Simmonds, 483269 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Lorna Sykes,  
safe@cookhamdeanchurch.org.uk 

CHURCHWARDENS 
David Hazeldine, 130 Beverley Gardens, Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, 782933 
Richard Simmonds, Dyars, Church Road, Cookham Dean, 483269 

SECRETARY 
Lorna Sykes, 3 Littlemount Cottages, Church Road, Cookham Dean, 486874                          
email:  l.j.sykes@btinternet.com 

TREASURER 
Ros Hazeldine, 130 Beverley Gardens, Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, 782933 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Parish Magazine, Pew News and Worship Channel are on line! 
holytrinitycookham.org.uk                       cookhamdeanchurch.org.uk      

DEANERY SYNOD  
Bernadette Clark 
Josie Godfrey 
David Harrold  

PAROCHIAL CHURCH  COUNCIL 
The Ministry Team, Churchwardens,  
Secretary and Treasurer, Synod 
Representatives and:- 

Debbie Richards 
Colin Tushingham 
Kay Weallan 

Mike Clark 
Val Eckett 
David Gaselee 
Francis Pang 

SECRETARY 
Anne McNeil 

ORGANIST and CHOIRMASTER 
David Colthup,  
93 Broomhill, Cookham, 529861 

DIOCESAN SYNOD  
John Sykes 

VERGER 
John Sykes, 486874 
j.n.sykes@btopenworld.com 

mailto:office@cofe-thecookhams.org.uk
mailto:francis.pang@btopenworld.com
http://www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw
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own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he 
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and 
the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  

Jesus is the way to real life, life which is overflowing with 
love, with fulfilment, with a new sort of power, with vibrant 
energy. This is life in the sheepfold, and the only way to it 
is through the gate. 

And so, we need to stop, look, and listen to God, as we 
open our heart to Jesus and follow him, and then we will 
get to know Jesus as our shepherd, our pastor, our 
saviour and our friend. 

A final thought: reflecting upon the idea of Jesus being the 
gate to the sheepfold reminds us, in these uncertain and 
troubling times, of all those who risk their lives for us every 
day. We thank God for their Christ-like compassion, 
courage, dedication and personal sacrifice. You might like 
to use this prayer, written by Canon Andrew Piper: 

O God of hope,  
we commend to your protection all healthcare 
professionals and key workers who are putting 
themselves at risk as they attend to the needs of 
other people:  

as we thank them for their courage and compassion,  
we pray that your Holy Spirit will support and 
encourage them, especially at times of physical or 
emotional exhaustion, that they may know the 
strength of your healing love. 

We ask this for your tender mercyôs sake. Amen. 

Keep safe, and God bless. 

Fr Nick  

THE COOKHAMS PARISH MAGAZINE 

Editor: John Sykes,  
3 Littlemount Cottages,  
Church Road, Cookham Dean, SL6 9PS 
email: j.n.sykes@btopenworld.com   

               or editor@cookhamdeanchurch.org.uk 

Advertising:  email : magads@cookhamdeanchurch.org.uk 

 

Distribution:  Distribution to each house is currently suspended, 
due to Government restrictions. It will be emailed to 
our mailing list and be available on our websites. 

This magazine is published jointly by the Parochial Church Councils of Holy 
Trinity, Cookham and St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean 

 

Items for consideration of inclusion should be sent to the Editor by 15th of the 
previous month. The inclusion of an article does not necessarily indicate the 

churchesô support for any particular point of view expressed. 
 

Adverts are published in good faith and we are unable to  
warrant or endorse any of the products or services offered. 

 

We welcome donations towards the cost of producing the Parish Magazine.  

Fr Nick writes: Shepherds 

About twenty years ago, we went to our godsonôs 
confirmation in a traditional-looking church in the West 
Midlands. A large choir emerged from the vestry followed 
by lots of servers, and clergy, and the bishop, all dressed 
up in his finery. Bishops are thought of as shepherds, and 
the people are thought of as his or her flock, and so the 
bishop will normally carry a shepherdôs crook or crosier. 
This one, however, was carrying a school crossing patrol 
lollipop! That certainly got my attentionéThe bishop 
preached about his óalternative pastoral staffô; and how we 
should all stop, look, and listen for God, and that the 
lollipop man or woman is one who walks alongside us and 
guides and protects us on a difficult part of our journey. So 
it was a good illustration for us ótowniesô and an instantly 
recognisable symbol. 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter (this year on 3 May) is 
known as Good Shepherd Sunday, and the Gospel story 
(John 10:1-10) tells of Jesus caring for his ósheepô, his 
people. We donôt see that many shepherds around these 
days, but for Jesus' audience they would have been 
everyday sights. Itôs interesting to note that the Eastern 
shepherd walked ahead of his sheep, expecting them to 
follow him rather than being driven from behind, as is the 
custom in many Western countries today.  

This fits in so well with Jesus' attitude of allowing people to 
choose. He never tried to manipulate or pressurise people 
into following him, but merely put his cards firmly on the 
table, then gave them the option of following or not as they 
chose. He was always concerned about the ólost sheepô, 
and went out of his way to rescue them, but sheep who 
deliberately chose against him were able to freely make 
that choice. He even went to the Cross because that was 
what his enemies wanted. 

So the shepherd imagery is reasonably easy to 
understand. But the passage also talks about Jesus being 
the gate of the sheepfold. How can Jesus be a gate? 

Sheepfolds in the East had no gate. The shepherd himself 
formed the gate by lying across the opening at night. So, if 
wild beasts came to attack the sheep, they would have to 
attack the shepherd first. The shepherd protected his 
sheep by literally offering his life for them. 

If Jesus is to be our gate, we need to open ourselves to 
him so that everything we see or hear, say or think or do 
becomes instinctively filtered through him. He calls his 

Weôre here for You! 

If you are old or young, new to the village or lived here 

for some time, and have a question about our activities, 

or if you need help or comfort, please contact one of us:  
 

For Cookham Dean:   Barbara Dent          476512 
          Debbie Burroughs 07951 094815 
 

For Cookham and Cookham Rise:   Val Eckett 524561 
 

or any of the Ministry Team - see page 1  
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CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE 
AND CHURCH 

 
 

Everyone, regardless of age, is welcome at all our 
services. Here are the special facilities for younger 

people. 

Holy Trinity, Cookham 
 

HTC Sunday Club takes place in the Parish Centre at 
11am on Sundays during term time (with the exception of 
All Age Family Services and other Special Services). 

Sunday Club is suitable for children aged 3-10. We follow 
the course books entitled 'Bubbles'. The children learn 
about bible stories through fun activities such as art and 
craft, drama, singing, reading and prayer. Children are 
welcome to attend on their own or accompanied by a 
parent if they prefer.  

All Sunday Club leaders have been cleared by the 
Disclosure and Barring Service and have completed Child 
Protection Training.  

For further details please contact: 

Alex Pang, Email: htcsundayclub@gmail.com 

 
Boysô Choir and Girlsô Choir 
 

The Boysô Choir (for boys aged 7+) sings for a service 
each Sunday. Practice is on a Wednesday, 6.45 - 7.30pm. 
 

 
The Girlsô Choir (for girls aged 7+) sings for two Sunday 
morning services a month and for other special services. 
Practice is on a Tuesday, 7.15 - 8.00pm.  
 

Children wishing to join either choir are invited to attend a 
choir practice during which they are auditioned.  
 

Director of Music - Sara Wood: 01628 522593 
 

Trinity Nippers 
 

Babies and pre-school children meet with their mums, 
dads or carers on Tuesdays at 10.15 am in Holy Trinity 
Church, followed by coffee, snacks and play in the Parish 
Centre. 

Contact: Lucy Cochrane  07841 471518 
Lucykcochrane@gmail.com 

9±9w¸hb9 ²9[/ha9 
/ƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎǳǇǇŀΣ ŎƘŀǘΣ Ǉƭŀȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ-ǎƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƻƴŜ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΣ фΦпр - ммΦмрŀƳ 
ŀǘ Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘƎŀǘŜΣ /ƻƻƪƘŀƳ 
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St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean  
 

 

Junior Choir meets on Fridays from 5.30 - 6.45 for 
practice and sings at the 9.15 service each Sunday. 
 

David Colthup 529861 
 
ñSunbeamsò is our Junior Church activity for children.  

We now have a small team of people on a rota to lead our 
children in activity during the first part of our Sunday 
morning service, beginning 
at 9.15. 

For safeguarding purposes 
we have to have two adults 
with the children at all times, 
and so we need some 
helpers, including older 
teenagers, to assist our 
leaders and perhaps read a 
story or supervise drawing, colouring or other short activity 
with our very young children. No experience is needed in 
teaching – but you might be amazed what you learn! 

We provide a wide range of materials and our teaching is 
from books with loads of suggestions. 

Could YOU possibly help us once or twice a month during 
term time?     

Please contact any member of the clergy (contact details 
opposite) or Churchwarden Richard Simmonds (01628 
483269, rsim483269@aol.com) 

Family Friendly Worship 
 

4thSunday@4  
 

The perfect opportunity to come to church as 
a family on a Sunday afternoon.  

 

Sunday morning isnôt always the most convenient time to 
bring families to church - thereôs a lot to do for youngsters 
these days. But did you know that we have worship once 
a month on Sunday afternoon, specially tailored for 
families of all ages and those who prefer a less formal and 
shorter form of worship? 

On the fourth Sunday of the month at 4pm in the 
afternoon we have our 4th@4 service with lively music, 
readings, video and action songs. This is a non-
communion service with refreshments and social time 
afterwards. See page 5 for details of this monthôs service. 

Follow us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams 

St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean  

followed by free refreshments 
 in the Jubilee Vestry 

mailto:Lucykcochrane@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams
https://www.facebook.com/TheBeneficeOfTheCookhams?filter=3
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OUR CHURCHES and WORSHIP ON-LINE 

Our churches may be closed . . .  

. . .but our clergy say Morning and Evening Prayer 
every day, as near to 9am and 5pm daily, so if you 
would like to join them in spirit by doing the same, 
that would be very good.  

Each day, our clergy are also recording prayers and 
worship on our Cookham Worship and Prayer 
Channel on YouTube which is easily accessible via 
links on the church websites and our Facebook 
pages. There is also a Eucharist Service every 
Sunday. 

Oxford Diocese are producing  Church at Home 
services and the link to this is shown below. There is 
also a link to daily prayers from The Church of 
England.  

A list of readings Sundays and major Feast days in 
May is set out on page 5. 

The Cookhams Worship and Prayer Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw 

Oxford Diocese Church at Home:   https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 

Church of England Daily Prayers: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-daily-prayer 

Oxford Diocese Church at Home 

The Cookhams  
Worship and Prayer Channel 

The Church of England 
 Daily Prayers 

COOKHAM SOS SUPPORT GROUP FOR CORONAVIRUS, COVID-19 

Cookham Edit, Cookham.com, Elizabeth House and 
Cookham Pharmacy alongside a strong team of over 100 
volunteers are ready to support with shopping, urgent 
supplies & prescriptions, posting mail or simply a friendly 
phone call, so please do get in touch with the COOKHAM 
SOS HUB at Elizabeth House if you think we can help and 
we will put you in touch with a designated volunteer for your 
area in the village. 

HUB CONTACT: 01628 819224 Monday to Friday 9-4.30pm 

Out of Hours/Emergency: 07458 095009 at other times. 

We have useful information on facebook group, 
@CookhamSOS www.facebook.com/group/cookhamsos and 
www.cookham.com so if you have access to a computer or 
social media, we can be reached there too. 

If you know of someone who may need our support, please 
contact us on the numbers above or drop in to collect a 
volunteer pack from Elizabeth House which has guidelines of 
how to help and conduct visits safely. 

HUB CONTACT: 01628 819224 

FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE, PLEASE VISIT @COOKHAMSOS ON 

FACEBOOK OR WWW.COOKHAM.COM/CVC 

A team of people has been formed who are able to help you  
if you are considering, or are already in, self-isolation. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTYK9sA_hawCFvDrSWbfHEw
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-daily-prayer
http://www.facebook.com/group/cookhamsos
http://www.cookham.com
http://WWW.COOKHAM.COM/CVC
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Sorry, but our lunches are now  
suspended until the Autumn.  

Contacts:  Lorna  486874  Marion  482637 

Friendship  
Lunch 

 

COOKHAM KIDS HOLIDAY CLUB  
 

Monday 27
th
 - Friday 31

st
 July 

Children & Parents 

So that we can plan and produce material with 
certainty, we have decided to run this yearôs Kids 

Club ONLINE. 

Every day, for the week, there will be videos, 
stories, demonstrations, songs and things to do 

on line. 

Weôll be publishing more details, including how 
to take part, in next monthôs magazine. 

Pastoral Care at the 
Hungry Hare 

The Hungry Hare is closed to visitors, 
but you can still call for a chat. Tel. 
01628 486744 

Revôd Helen      

Fr John Ainslie 
Fr John has nearly completed his training with us now, 
and has been asked by Bishop Olivia to be temporary 
acting Curate in Charge of Burchetts Green parish where 
the Vicar recently retired.  

This will be good training for John, who officially remains 
attached to us here in The Cookhams, but we wonôt see 
him here with us for a few months. We wish him well!  

Fr Nick 

 
Donôt forget Foodshare! 

 

The need hasnôt gone away and the stores in 
Maidenhead need constant replenishment.  

 

Please leave your donations at the  
Supermarket or in the collection box outside The 

Vicarage in Cookham. There are other collection points 
at: 78 Westwood Green; 10 Hatch Place; Tamarind, 
High Road, The Old Ship, Mill Lane and Cookham 

Dean Village Hall. 

Schedule of readings for Sunday 
services and major feasts  

May 2020 

 

Sunday 3 May   -  4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:42–end; John 10:1–10 

 

Sunday 10 May -  5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7:55-end; John 14:1-14 
 

Sunday 17 May -  6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22-31; John 14:15-21 
 

Thursday 21 May - Ascension Day 

Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-end 
 

Sunday 24 May -  Sunday after Ascension 

Acts 1:6-14; John 17:1-11 

 

Sunday 31 May -  Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 

Volunteers 

If youôve already registered as a volunteer, youôll 
be getting an email in the near future. 

In the light of the 
coronavirus epidemic and 
for the safety of collectors 
and residents, Christian 
Aid have cancelled House 
to House collections this 
year.  

Christian Aid has a full coverage of Appeals and ways to 
donate on their website https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 

A local giving website has also been set up at  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
MAIDENHEADCHRISTIANAID2020    

An online service via óZoomô will be taking place  
at 17.00 hrs (5.00 pm) on Sunday May 10th  

and can be accessed via:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2557731522  

Meeting ID 2557731522.    

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/%20MAIDENHEADCHRISTIANAID2020
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/%20MAIDENHEADCHRISTIANAID2020
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2557731522
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Prayer Page 

1  Philip & James; apostles Fr John and the Benefice of Burchetts Green 
2 Athanasius; bishop, teacher Bishop Steven and his family 
3 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER All those affected by Covid-19 and all key workers 
4 English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation era Our local surgery 
5 Tuesday Our bellringers 
6 Wednesday Holy Trinity Ladies' Group 
7 Thursday the Rendezvous project 
8 Julian of Norwich; spiritual writer The sisters at Burnham Abbey 
9 Saturday Our wedding ministry 
10 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER All those affected by Covid-19 and all key workers 
11 Monday Our healing ministry 
12 Tuesday Our Ministry Team 
13 Wednesday Elizabeth House 
14 Matthias; apostle The work of Re:Charge and FoodShare 
15 Friday Our ministry to young people 
16 Caroline Chisholm; social reformer  Our homes for the elderly 
17 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER All those affected by Covid-19 and all key workers 
18 Monday HTC PCC 
19 Tuesday SJB PCC 
20 Alcuin; deacon, abbot Our Choirs 
21 ASCENSION DAY The clergy of our Deanery 
22 Friday Local scouts and guides 
23 Saturday Our organists 
24 SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION All those affected by Covid-19 and all key workers 
25 The Venerable Bede Our schools 
26 Tuesday Trinity Nippers 
27 Wednesday Our baptism ministry 
28 Lanfranc; archbishop Our Mums and Toddlers group 
29 Friday Local businesses 
30 Saturday Local farmers 
31 PENTECOST All those affected by Covid-19 and all key workers 

 

Prayer Diary  
 

May 2020 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen.  
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Jesus meets his Mother  

St Elizabethôs Church 

Artist: Karen Goldschmidt 

Pilate condemns Jesus 

Cookham Dean Church 

Artist: Satu Vartiainen 

Jesus falls 

Methodist Church 

Artist: Michael Restrick 

Jesus accepts the cross 

Whyteladyes Lane 

Artist: Tasha Easton 

In case you missed it - Stations of the Cross 2020 
Due to the Government restrictions it was not possible to display our annual depiction of Jesusô journey to 
his crucifixion through the village or hold our Walk of Witness on Good Friday. We will use the paintings 
themselves next year, and this is what they look like and where they would have been displayed.  

We produced a video which talked us through the Walk of Witness and this had over 200 views.  
If you missed it you can still view it on our YouTube Worship Channel.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOo5Hf4kUoY


The Cookhams Parish Magazine - May 2020 8 

Veronica wipes Jesusô face 

The Pound Roundabout 

Artist: Harriet Brittaine 

Jesus dies 

 The War Memorial 

Artist: Liz Grammenos 

Christ is taken down from the cross 

Holy Trinity Churchyard 

Artist: Frances Ackland- Snow 

Christ is nailed to the cross  

The Causeway 

Artist: Andy de Mille 

Simon helps Jesus 

The Barberôs Shop 

Artist: A & K Wood 



The Cookhams Parish Magazine - May 2020 9 

Bumblebee Notes 
This Spring seems to have brought out dozens of 
magnificent queen bees, mainly flying low over the ground 
looking for nest sites.  There is little that we can do to help 
them because very few will use artificial nest boxes and so 
we are limited to providing the best floral resources that 
we can.  

A survey in 2007 showed how important our gardens are 
in this respect.  When the number of nests per hectare 
(roughly the area of 5 tennis courts) was counted, they 
found 36 per garden, 28 in hedges, and 13 in open sites 
such as fields and woods.  The garden nests were in 
untidy areas, compost heaps, under sheds, in banks at the 
base of hedges, and in old mouse burrows.  It is great if 
we can create these conditions for them but, if we provide 
loads of flowers, the bees will find the local sites for 
nesting. 

Our bees come out of hibernation, or hatch, at different 
times of the year.  The busy little black Flower-bees were 
highly visible in April and now other solitary bees are 
active around the insect hotels and in banks of soft earth.  
Meanwhile the large, queen Buff-tailed bumblebees have 
been joined by their ginger-coloured Common Carder 
cousins, and this monthôs star, the Red-tailed bumblebee. 

Bombus lapidarius is all black 
apart from her obvious tomato-
red tail.  Her nest is usually 
underground where she will 
raise a family of up to 300 
workers before producing 
males and then new queens.  
Because her tongue is of 
medium length, she can feed 
on a wide range of flowers 
from dandelion to clover, thistle 
and bramble.  The colonies 

usually die off in August and the new queens will mate and 
find hibernation sites within a few weeks.  This reminds us 
that the trigger for bumblebees to hibernate is not a lack of 
flowers to visit but something to do with the way that bees 
have evolved in such a way that different species do not 
compete for the same resources. 

If you find yourself with time on your hands and a wish to 
learn how to identify bumblebees, you will find help in the 
book; ñBumblebees, an introductionò written by staff of the 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, or by looking at their 
website.  There is also plenty about which plants to grow.  

Adrian Doble 
  (Bumblebee Conservation Trust) 

Garden Tips - May 2020 

Plants are growing quickly now, so make sure that youôve 
got supports in for taller herbaceous perennials like 
Delphiniums.  The end of the month is also time for the 
ñChelsea Chopò to keep herbaceous perennials compact 
and strong.  Weeds are also growing well now, so hand 
weed or hoe nice and early to stop them getting a strong 
hold. 

If you are looking to increase stocks of your favourite 
plants, May is the perfect time for softwood cuttings of 
Fuchsias, Pelargoniums and Verbena. 

As the risk of frosts passes, you can start to harden off 
and plant out tender plants like Cannas and Dahlias and 
get creative by planting up summer containers.  As the 
weather warms up, remember to keep watering anything 
that you planted over the winter/spring.  Theyôll need a full 
year to get properly established. 

Grass will now be growing strongly and as well as 
mowing, feeding and scarifying will help to improve both 
the health and look of lawns. 

Raspberry canes will be sprouting vigorously now, so thin 
out your bed and also remove the stray canes that are 
starting to spread, otherwise your whole garden will soon 
be a raspberry patch. 

Passed On  

The Easter message is this: death is not 
the end but the beginning; the natural and 
unavoidable end of human life.  But 
recently I have noticed people increasingly 
use the phrase ópassed on.ô Apparently, no 
one ódiesô any longer. They just ópass on.ô 

Itôs our latest attempt to avoid the word ódeath.ô We donôt 
like the idea, so we try to eliminate the word. óPassed onô 
or its more negative alternative ópassed awayô are the 
current favourites. Just listen to the radio, or people 
talking.  

óPassed onô sounds vaguely religious. The person hasnôt 
disappeared, theyôve simply moved – but where? That left 
an open question. What we are saying, by implication, is 
that they have not ceased to exist. Heaven, hell, 
reincarnation or purgatory are all encompassed in the all 
popular notion of óup there!ô 

As a Christian who believes in resurrection and eternal 
life, I suppose I shouldnôt object to ópassing on,ô but the 
truth is that before we can ópass onô we have to die. There 
is simply no alternative.  

So, let me summarise my personal and doubtless 
prejudiced conclusions. For me, ópassed awayô is out 
because it is simply not true. Anyone who loses a loved 
one finds that they still exist – in love, in memory, in that 
photo on the mantlepiece. For many people death is not 
the end it is a beginning – a door which Jesus called 
óeternal life.ô  

Died or ópassed onô, there is light at the end of the tunnel! 

Canon David Winter 

As in the ornamental garden, make sure that youôve got 
supports ready in the kitchen garden for beans, peas and 
other taller plants.  Tie in peas regularly until they start to 
cling for themselves. 

Warmer weather also brings out the critters, Viburnum 
beetles will be appearing now and pheromone traps 
amongst apples and pears will highlight the presence of 
Codling moths. 

Longer illustrated versions of these articles are available 
at http://www.redkiteadvice.co.uk/category/hints-tips/  

Contôd right 



The Cookhams Parish Magazine - May 2020 10 

We are just a year away 
and whilst in the depths 
of the COVID 19 your 
new Cookham Festival 
2021 committee have 
been busy working on 
plans for next yearôs 
Festival. 

 Our aim is to bring joy to the Cookham community 
following a bleak and challenging period and have been 
beavering away behind the scenes.  We are delighted to 
announce we have already secured the popular Sculpture 
Garden at the Odney Club; Rob Castell has been 
commissioned to write a new original piece following the 
very successful ñKatie Cox and the Rhythm of the Riverò 
which will involve all four local schools; Andy Draper has 
written a new play and we hope to resurrect the very 
popular ñPeopleôs Shakespeareò directed by local actor, 
author and playwright, Richard James.  

We intend to bring a literary element to the Festival with 
authors reading some of their works and invite local book 
clubs to participate in advance to create all inclusive 
events. We are working closely with our friends from the 
Sir Stanley Spencer Gallery to ensure we celebrate our 
most famous artist. There will be opportunities to be hands 
on with art, craft and film making.  

However donôt worry weôve not forgot some of the 
favourites like to Comedy Night and Big Band Concert and 
there will be plenty other events too. So if you have any 
ideas donôt hesitate to contact us 
info@cookhamfestival.org.uk 

Thatôs it for now, but watch this space as things unfold 
throughout the year. In the meantime take care, stay safe 
and lookout for each other  

Derek Bond 
Chairman 

Cookham Festival 2021 

Observations 

Why are dandelions yellow and not [say] red? 

Buttercups are yellow by name association 

But dandelions? Fawn maybe; and when were lions 
ódandyô? 

It would be an unexpected joy to see the Green 

Studded not only with yellow buttercups 

But pricked out with red dandelions! 

The persistent primrose, curtained with green leaves, 

Scatters pale yellow pockets throughout the hedgerows. 

Green with scarlet and yellow – what a colourful coverlet 

For lockdown Cookham Dean 

And something new to talk about 

Beside the joys of ñIsolationòé. 

Mind you, why should stinging nettles  

Carry such delicate white flowers – and not a dock in 
sight. 

Why does each lime tree guarding my green bench  

Shade a flurry of white cow parsley -  

But only underneath: sheltering from the sky? 

Also: pigeons are great gliders 

Despite their somewhat corpulent shape, 

Flying up, then swoop and glide! 

Observation is sharpened by Isolation! 

Mike Springate 

Quorum Sensing 

óQuorum sensingô is a means by which bacteria 
communicate with each other, and thereby adjust their 
behaviour, for survival.  This is a ubiquitous and highly 
sophisticated phenomenon, readily observed by the 
formation of óbiofilmô, a complex muco-polysaccharide, a 
óslimy envelopeô elaborated by the bacteria.  This causes 
them not only to literally óstick togetherô, but also to óstickô 
to a óneutralô base, and enclose them, like a tent or igloo, 
for protection.  Their ólanguageô is a complex mix of 
ómetabolitesô – small molecules, intermediate in 
biochemical reactions, whether óanabolicô, the putting 
together, or ócatabolicô, the taking apart, of larger 
molecules.  When a certain message becomes óloudô 
enough, they react appropriately.  And they have being 
doing this for billions of years! . . . 

Would that we could do the same in our modern society!   
We now have immensely sophisticated communication 
systems available to us, but we lack corporate óquorum 
sensingô.  We have largely lost the ability to óstick togetherô 
whether as families, or in local communities, let alone at 
national and international levels.  Then we no longer óstick 
to basesô, be they social, political, economic or spiritual, 
dependable enough to see us through thick and thin.  
Then we óencloseô ourselves, or have to engage with, 
layers of óprotectiveô mechanisms, which now include 
óspinô, ófake newsô, óspam e-mailsô, ópressure advertisingô, 
social ónormsô: all ópollutantsô in the common environment 
of ódeceptionô.   And fiendishly unreliable! 

But mercifully, we can lift all this into the spiritual realm.  
We start with the ócommon groundô that every human 
being has a soul, wrapping around and enclosing the mind 
and body.  But the soul has choice, and can óstickô to, or 
disconnect itself from, a spiritual home.  And it must have 
a óbaseô, which is a belief system, be it a time-honoured 
religion, or atheism, with its nihilism, itself demanding a 
massive ófaithô.  Then the soul must interact with its fellow-
beings.  No bacterium can elaborate óbiofilmô on its own.  
No soul can live entirely on its own.  To attempt to do so is 
hell.  Free will, in corporate society, must lead to 
benevolent or malevolent activity.  To associate with 
others, in altruistic activity, is noble, and creative, and can 
be tremendously rewarding.  To associate with others in 
malicious activity, is evil and destructive.  Do nothing, and 
you wither away.  

The Bible gives us clear guidance here. The óHoly Trinity – 
Father, Son & Holy Spiritô is a Heavenly quorum, infinitely 
enhanced by the Body of believers, who are the greater 
family of God, [Romans 12:5]. 

We are óall one in Christ Jesusô [[Galatians 3:28], who has 
promised ónever to leave us or forsake usô [Hebrews 13:5].  
The heavenly óglueô is such that ónothing whatsoever can 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesusô [Romans 8:31-39].  The marriage bond, family life, 
and home making, can provide safety, security and 
harmony in ways not matched by anything else.   
Heavenly óquorum sensingô is there, wherever there is true 
fellowship, mutual understanding, clear vision, harmony 
and peace. óIn Him we live and move and have our 
beingô [Acts 17:28]. 

Then there is the eternal promise of better things to come :  
óSo shall we ever be with the Lordô [1 Thessalonians 4:17], 
says it all . . . 

John Church   
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Building Services BASL Building & Maintenance Ltd 2 

 Cookham Design Partnership 2 

 Nick Ground, Builder 2 

 Kestrel Building 2 

 Window Medic 2 

 Higaragedoors 2 

Business Services My HR Dept 3 

 Employment Law In Action 3 

Care Homes Cookham Riverside 3 

 Harwood House 3 

Catering Prema's Kitchen 3 

Education Highfield Preparatory School Limited 4 

 St Piran's School 4 

 Herries Preparatory School 4 

 James Hall Guitar 4 

Financial Services Principal Financial Planning 4 

 Littlestone Golding 5 

Funeral Directors Arnold Funeral Service 5 

 G L Skinner Funeral Director 5 

Gardens Fairhill Home and Garden 5 

 Just Gardens 5 

 All Seasons Tree Surgery 5 

Health/Well Being Cookham Pharmacy 6 

 Cookham Osteopathy 6 

 Stoneleigh Dental Practice Limited 6 

 Jane Harris Clinic 6 

 Qi Gong 6 

 Homeopathy and Scenar Therapy 7 

 Talking Therapy Matters 7 

 The 50s Plus 7 

 Foot Health Professional 7 

 Tai Chi 7 

 Personal Fitness 7 

House Rental Orchard House 7 

Insurance MLHS 8 

Interiors Graham Blake Soft Furnishing 7 

Legal Services APS Legal & Associates 8 
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 Richard Mole 8 
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Organisations The Cookham Society 9 
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 Pawez and Bonez 9 
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 Bill Blake, Plumber 11 
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 Robertson Heating Services 11 
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